O'AHU.
Truly Native

Tucked among the warehouses of Kane‘ohe,
something very Hawaiian is going on. Joe
and Kristen Souza, owners of Kanile‘a
‘Ukulele, have created the first-ever all-
Hawaiian uke. Except for the ebony saddle,
nut and bridge pins, the four-string tenor
‘ukulele is made entirely from the deadfall
of endemic Island trees: koa, kolohala,
‘dhi‘a, even the aromatic ‘iliahi (sandal-
wood). They’ve named it the Ua Mau
Hawaiian Endemic. Ua mau (“everlasting”)
are the opening words of Hawai‘i’s state
motto, “Ua mau ke ea o ka ‘dina i ka pono,”
usually translated as “the life of the land

is perpetuated in righteousness.”

The Souzas have been making ukes since
1993, and like most Island luthiers they get
much of their wood—mahogany, rosewood,
maple— from outside Hawaii. But they’d
always dreamed of making Hawai‘i’s indig-
enous stringed instrument truly indigenous
—to “find the right combination of tone
woods from all endemic woods. That was
a challenge,” Joe says. To do it, the Souzas
bought nearly a hundred acres on Hawai‘i
Island and began planting native trees,
making their company the only instru-
ment manufacturer in the world to
grow its own forest for source
wood. This also offsets the carbon
footprint for their family, their
© twenty-two employees, their
manufacturing and their shipping,
so that Kanile‘a is completely
carbon-neutral—another first for
an instrument maker. The Souzas
are experimenting with another
endemic wood—lama—as an
alternative to ebony. If all goes well,
the Ua Mau will eventually be
100 percent Hawaiian.
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